WRITING BETTER PARAGRAPHS - 1
A simple formula for writing a paragraph is:

Topic sentence – that says: Here’s my POINT. (1 sentence)
Expansion – that says: Here’s WHAT I mean: (1-2 sentences)
Evidence – that says: Here’s WHY: (1-2 sentences)
Conclusion – that says: Here’s the BOTTOM LINE: (1 sentence) 




                               (Also called the hand-in-glove sentence)
Look at this example:

Modern eating habits have changed dramatically. The traditional picture of the family sitting together for an evening meal has almost disappeared. In cities especially, the fast pace of living and longer hours of work have meant that people eat out more often or dial up home delivery. Things have changed so much that some builders no longer include kitchens in their flats for city dwellers.
Exercise 1: Label each sentence according to the POINT, WHAT, WHY, BOTTOM LINE 

formula. Check that the hand-in-glove sentence works by reading the first and last sentences.

Exercise 2: Expand this topic sentence according to the formula.

Here’s my POINT: Everyone would benefit from a three day weekend.

Here’s WHAT I mean: __________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Here’s WHY: __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Here’s the BOTTOM LINE: _____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

This sentence is the hand-in-glove sentence: it should be able to be read straight after the POINT sentence and make complete sense.

Exercise 3: Choose one of the following topic or POINT sentences and develop it into a paragraph.

· There is too much emphasis on sport in Australian society.

· ____________________ is the best sport. (choose a sport)
· At the moment, I wish I was anywhere but here.

· ____________________ is an absolute necessity in my life. (insert subject)
· Saturday is the best day of the week.
