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Principals Report 
As we near the end of 2012 we enter the 
busiest time of the school year. At an 
administrative level there is a lot happening as 
we complete our school timetable for 2013, roll 
over our school finances for the school year 
and generally prepare the school for the year 
ahead. I am happy to say that there have been 
a considerable number of new enrolments 
over the last few weeks in preparation for 
2013 and I welcome all these students and 
their families to the school. 

We are also in the process of finalising class 
lists for the Gold Standard Class for 2013 for 
years 8 -10. Students will be notified by the 
end of next week regarding whether or not 
they were successful in their application. 

A reminder also that this Wednesday evening 
is the school presentation evening in the hall. 
Students receiving awards will have received 
letters inviting them to attend. 

Student Achievement 
On the following pages you will see photos 
and read articles regarding the many 
achievements of our students. In particular, we 
have recently had students specially invited to 
perform in the Schools Spectacular in Sydney. 
Of particular note is Alanna Harris (see picture 
to right), who performed as a part of the 
Aboriginal State Dance Company. 

We have also had students compete in the 
Clarence Valley Interschools Equestrian 
Challenge. Though we didn‟t win this year our 
students did a sterling job in representing our 
school with pride.  

Briony Moore recently represented North 
Coast Region as a member of the regions 
debating team, finishing second in the final to 
Riverina region. Her debating coach has 
passed on to me how impressed he was “by 

her modest, self-sacrificing spirit throughout 
the tournament”. 

The school has also been complemented by 
local lifeguards on the toughness and 
dedication of those students who completed 
the Ocean Safety Surfer Award recently. 

 

End of year shutdown & 2013 commencement 
A reminder that the last day of attendance for 
students this year will be Wednesday 19th 
December. Staff will be undertaking a day of 
professional learning on the Australian 
Curriculum on the Thursday and will be 
undertaking a local Aboriginal cultural tour on 
Friday 21st December. As all staff will be 
attending this tour the front office will be 
closed on this day. 

Years 11 and 7 will start back at school on 
Wednesday 30th January 2013. The remainder 
of the school will commence on Thursday 31st 
January 2013.  
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Expectations leading up to end of year 
At this time of the year I must also make clear 
my expectations regarding learning. I want to 
make these expectations clear to avoid any 
confusion or misinformation. All teaching staff 
are aware of the need to keep students 
engaged until the end of the year and as such 
will endeavour to undertake normal lessons up 
until the end of next week, following which we 
have “Activities Week” to complete the year. It 
should be noted that, with the exception of 
year 11/12, all assessment has now been 
finalised and so the work being undertaken is 
either in finishing off content or else preparing 
students for the following year. However, this 
work is still important work and should be 
treated as such.  

In particular I want to clear up any confusion 
regarding the viewing of movies and 
documentaries in class as there is a 
perception that this is somehow not related to 
learning. I have made it very clear to all staff 
that any movies or documentaries shown to 
students are to be part of their programmed 
teaching of subject content. Throughout the 
year various audio-visual content is used as a 
part of teaching and so this is not something 
unique to the end of the year. To assist 
parents when speaking to their children I 
thought I would list some of the content 
students have and will be viewing up until the 
end for the year: 

Geography: 

 Years 7 & 8: The Gods must be Crazy 
(PG movie) shown as a conclusion to the 
unit of work on deserts and focuses on 
the survival techniques of the Kalahari 
Bushmen and how the "civilised "world is 
changing their culture. 

 Man Vs Wild (PG Documentary) Looks at 
survival techniques and lots of general 
Geography relevance to the natural 
environment of deserts and rainforests. 

 Year 9: Canetoads-(PG documentary)-
looks at the impact of toads on the 
Australian environment. 

 Australia's Dangerous Destinations (PG 
documentary) looks at some of our most 
deadly native animals. 

LOTE: 

 Year 8 Japanese are finishing off an 8 
episode series titled 'I Survived a 
Japanese Game Show'. Classes have 
been watching this all semester as one 
episode per fortnight. The students are 
aware of the cultural significance as they 
have been completing worksheets on 
what they have been shown through the 
program eg food, housing, places around 
Tokyo, customs etc. 

Music: 

 The year 8 Music Mandatory Course - is 
looking at Musicals as their final topic, 
therefore they will be watching a range of 
different productions - "Wizard of 
Oz","The Wiz",  "Hairspray", "Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory" and "Grease". 
They have different aspects of production 
to discuss and also have work space in 
their books to cover this topic. The 8 
select class is performing selections from 
"Grease". 

Art 

 Have been shown parts of Click-View 
films on WWII in Photography and Digital 
Media (year 12) They finish with the 
Memphis Belle. 

English 

 The teaching program is planned to 
include a viewing component at the end 
of the year, after exams and reports, in 
support of syllabus requirements  

 Year 7 and 8 - Drama unit - may include 
some excerpts from Shakespearean films 

 Year 9 Documentary study - analysis and 
study guide questions 

 Year 10 - visual literacy unit - ' Reading 
Images'- may include excerpts from films 
and/or TV shows. 

History 

 Year 7 and 8 – Documentaries on Adolf 
Hitler, Moon Landings, Apollo 13 

 Year 10 – Watching Across the Universe, 
A walk to Beautiful, Ghandi, Forrest 
Gump rotated across classes 

All of these movies and documentaries are 
spread across a range of grades and classes 
and so not all students will be viewing movies 
at the same time. All these activities are a part 
of broader learning and will be accompanied 
by learning activities and class discussion 
relating to the topic being studied. 

If parents have concerns regarding the 
learning at this stage of the year then I would 
ask that they contact either their child‟s 
teacher or the head Teacher of the faculty 
concerned to clear up any confusion or 
concerns. 

Peter South - Principal 

Equestrian News 

 

On the weekend of 24th and 25th November, 
six students represented Grafton High School 
at the Clarence Valley Interschools Equestrian 
Challenge. It was held at Hawthorn Park, 
South Grafton. There were over 200 riders 
representing schools from Wauchope to 
Tweed Heads. Over the two days the students 
competed in hack and rider classes, a march 

past, dressage, show jumping, sporting and 
team penning. We had students competing in 
all of these disciplines and they all did 
themselves and the school proud. It was a 
great weekend and we would like to thank all 
of the volunteers involved in the organising 
and running of the weekend. 

 

Libbie Hayton and De Hilton 

Schools Spectacular 
Last week a group of 12 Indigenous students 
travelled to Sydney to perform at the Sydney 
Entertainment Centre for Schools Spectacular. 

Grafton High School has had a long history of 
being involved in this show, but this year it 
was very special as the students worked with 
Bangarra Dance Theatre to present “GAPAN”. 
The students were amazing and did the school 
proud.  

A very special mention to Alanna Harris who 
performed as a part of the Aboriginal State 
Dance Company and featured in the 
performance. Alanna represented our school 
with pride and we are all extremely proud of all 
of our 12 students.  

 

Year 12 Drama have an upcoming event as 
part of their Street Theatre unit. They will be 
presenting “The House of Horror “ there will be 
more details to follow. 



 

Surf Camp 
As part of our Physical Activity and Sports 
Studies program at Grafton High School 32 
Year 8 & 9 students completed their Ocean 
Safety Surfer Award in Coffs Harbour.  

The accreditation consisted of a 200m pool 
swim and an online theoretical component 
consisting of all things required to give 
students better knowledge and an 
understanding of our beaches.  

On the first day at Park Beach students had to 
successfully navigate through difficult cross 
currents and swells and perform board 
rescues with their partners. This was followed 
by a practice „mission‟ (part of the 
accreditation) 100m swim, 200m run, 100m 
board paddle followed by a 200m run to finish. 
With the southerly wind doing no less than 
30km/h it was no easy feat.  

After some practice body surfing waves and a 
quick surf lesson, students participated in CPR 
training as the lifeguards continually drew 
upon real life experiences in which they had to 
administer CPR. Each student was later 
assessed on their CPR. 

On the second day we moved to Sawtell 
beach. The swell had also picked up, 
however, conditions were smoother. Students 
were given time to get comfortable with the 
conditions by having a swim and board paddle 
to familiarise themselves with the currents, 
deep gutters and shallow sand banks. 

Students next undertook the “mission”, which 
comprised a 200m swim, 200m run, 200m 
board paddle and finished with a 200m run. 
Personally, I couldn‟t give our students 
enough praise for the effort they applied and 
their determination to complete this course in 
such trying conditions, considering many of 
them had minimal experience paddling on a 
board let alone navigating through a very 
difficult swell and sweep.  

The lifeguards were full of praise, 
complementing our students on their 
toughness, making comment that their local 
students would have thrown the towel in long 
ago. Their behaviour and the way they 
conducted themselves and represented 
Grafton High School was exceptional.  

After successfully completing and gaining their 
OSSA accreditation it was time to put their 
qualification to good use. The 32 students had 
the opportunity to participate in a surf lesson 
with Solitary Island Surf School who also 
complimented the GHS students on their 
willingness and enthusiasm to learn.  

Thank you to those students who did GHS 
very proud and now have invaluable skills of 
reading and understanding our ocean which 
can be potentially lifesaving!  

Aaron Hartmann 

Gold, Silver and Bronze Merit 
Award Scheme 
This year we have had an increased number 
of students who have participated in Grafton 
High School‟s Gold, Silver and Bronze Merit 
Award Scheme. In the Gold, Silver and Bronze 
Merit Award Scheme, the onus is on the 
student to achieve the award. 

These awards promote positive behaviour in 
our students, in all subjects. Each stage of this 
scheme has specific requirements that the 
students must meet, including attendance, 
behaviour and performance over an increased 
period of time for each award (4 weeks, for the 
Bronze Award, 5 weeks for the Silver Award 
and 6 Weeks for the Gold Award). In addition, 
for a student to receive the Silver Award they 
must also complete a community service or 
represent or support Grafton High School in 
some regard. To receive the Gold Award, a 
student must complete both of these 
requirements, but they must do different 
activities to those they completed for the Silver 
Award.  

The students‟ achievements are recorded on 
our RISC system and each student receives a 
certificate which has been presented during 
our school assemblies. At our final school 
assembly, a prize draw will be conducted for 
all students who have participated in the 
scheme this year.  

The recipients of the 

Bronze Award 

for 2012 are: 

Shelbi EVANS (7), Ava WANT (7), 
Olivia MCDONOGH (8), Grace 
MOAR (7), Zach WINTERS (7), Sarah 
LAVENDER (7), Layla RYAN (7), 
Jacobi BASSET (7), Ebony 
TARRANT (7), A’mi GRAY (7), 
Samantha ESSEX (7), Natalie 
WATERHOUSE (7), Micaela SCOTT 
(7), Krystal WOOD (7), Caitlin HOPE 
(7), Nikkita CULLUM (7), Natasha 
DENTLER (7), Luke SINCLAIR (7), 
Caleisse DUNSTON (7), Makayla 
LAURIE (7),  

Emily ASHENDEN (7), Serina 
GREEN (7), Alarni BAKER (7), 
Krystal KING (11), Reuben 
GRANTLEY-DAVIES (11), Tyarn 
HARRIS (8), Chloe WILLEMSEN (8) 
and Olivia MCDONOGH (8).  

Recipients of the 

Silver Award 

are: 

 

Jacobi  BASSET (7), 

 

 

Ebony TARRANT (7), 

 

 

Natalie WATERHOUSE (7), 

 

 

Krystal WOOD (7), 



 

 

Luke SINCLAIR (7), 

 

 

Makayla LAURIE (7), 

 

 

Olivia MCDONOGH (8) 

 

 

Annabel GREEN (7). 

 

Recipients of the 

Gold Award 

are: 

 

Olivia MCDONOGH (8), 

 

 

Jacobi BASSET (7)  

 

 

Annabel GREEN (7). 

 

Mrs. Martin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


