
 

Grafton High School - PO Box 458 Grafton NSW 2460, Phone: (02) 6642 3355, Fax: (02) 66423184 

Email: grafton-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au, Newsletter available on our website: www.grafton-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 

Grafton High School 
Achieving Excellence Since 1912 

Principal’s Report 
My apologies for a lack of newsletters so far 
this term. It has been a very busy start of term 
for a number of reasons and I am finding that 
by the time I go to write about something for 
the newsletter it is already well past and has 
been up on the school Facebook page for all 
to see already, making my reporting on it a bit 
redundant. If you haven’t yet checked out our 
Facebook page it is well worth having a look. 
It is kept up to date with information regarding 
what is happening at school. In particular, Mr 
Piper’s “This Week” videos have been quite 
popular and give everyone an insight into the 
varied learning activities that occur in the 
school on a regular basis. 

Vale Andrew Tarrant 
The school and broader community have lost 
a very special person with the recent passing 
of Andrew Tarrant. Andrew was involved in 
several organisations across the community, 
but was known to all of us as a caring teacher 
and Home School Liaison Officer as well as 
for his involvement with the Grafton High 
School Rowing Club. I appreciate the 
understanding of parents and students in 
relation to the disruption to school routine so 
that the many staff who knew and had worked 
closely with Andrew were able to attend his 
memorial service and pay their respects.  

NAIDOC Week Celebrations 
One major event that I haven’t yet had the 
opportunity to report on was our school’s 
involvement in the Grafton Community of 
Schools NAIDOC week celebrations in the 
very last week of Term 2. Our school joined 
with other local public primary schools for a 
special opening assembly at Grafton Public 
School on the Monday. Students also 
participated in art workshops, the public 
speaking competition and the Touch Football 
competition on the Friday. A group of 
students, including our senior Aboriginal 
Studies class, also helped to cook the BBQ 
for Year 5 students attending the NAIDOC 
games day at McKittrick Park. Overall, the 
week was a great success and I would like to 
especially acknowledge the contribution of our 
many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students, our Aboriginal Studies students and 
the many staff supporting these students. I 
also particularly want to recognise the work of 
our Aboriginal Education Officer, Fran 

Williams. I thought I would include a few 
photos from the week below. 

 

 

 
Student Safety before and after school 
I have been made aware of some recent 
incidents, affecting some local primary schools 
and their students, concerning inappropriate 
approaches to students by unknown adults in 
the community. Whilst I am unaware of any 
issues specifically impacting on Grafton High 
School students, it is a timely reminder to 
reinforce with children the importance of acting 
safely and avoiding and reporting any such 
incidents. In particular, students should be 
aware that if they are approached immediately 
outside the school they should re-enter the 
school and seek assistance from staff. The 
front office area of the school is generally 
staffed one hour before to one hour after 
school each day, so there will be someone 
available for students to report the incident to 
and to make contact with parents/carers to 
ensure they get home safely. If parents have 
any concerns regarding anyone approaching 
their child outside of school then they are 
encouraged to please report the matter to 
police. The school would also appreciate being 
notified so that we are aware of the issue. 
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Useful Contacts: 
• Kids Helpline (1800 551 800) 
• Lifeline (13 11 14) 
• HEADSPACE (1800 650 890) 
• eheadspace.org.au 
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Vietnam Veterans Day 
I would like to thank Ms Blanch and those 
SRC and other students who marched last 
Saturday representing the school to 
commemorate Vietnam Veterans Day. This 
year was the 50th Anniversary of the Battles 
of Fire Support Bases Coral and Balmoral, in 
which 26 Australians lost their lives. It was 
great to see such a large collective 
representation from our Clarence Valley 
school students, including those involved 
with the Grafton Army Cadets, who formed 
the Catafalque Party for the ceremony. 

Congratulations Mrs Piper 
I am very pleased to announce that Mrs 
Piper has been successful in being 
appointed as our new Careers Adviser, 
becoming permanent in the position she has 
been filling since Mr Barnier moved to South 
Grafton High School as their new Deputy 
Principal. 

Staff Fundraising  
Finally, a big thank you to Grafton High 
School staff who recently raised just over 
$1,000 to assist rural families in the 
Coonamble area who are, like much of rural 
NSW, experiencing significant drought 
conditions at present. Thank you to Mrs 
Patterson for organising this fundraiser. 
Peter South - Principal 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

TERM 3 
 
WEEK 6 
27/8 AECG Meeting 
 
28/8 Yr 10 – 12 Widening Participation 

Study Day 
 
29/8 Yr 8 Police Talks,  
 Premiers Debating Challenge 
 
30/8 PISA Test (selected students),  
 CSU Presentation 
  
31/8 SCU Presentation, AIME 
  
WEEK 7 
4/9 Yr 12 Slave Auction 
 
6/9 HSC Drama Exam, UON 

Presentation, STELLAR Marine 
Science Uni Day 

 
7/9 Yr 10 VALID Science Test, Griffith 

Uni Presentation 
  
WEEK 8 
11/9 Yr 6 High School Taster morning 

 
12/9 Yr 12 Slave Day 
 
13/9 Yr 6 High School Taster morning, 

AIME 
 
14/9 Yr 6 High School Taster morning 
  
WEEK 9 
17/9 Yr 11 final exams – all week 
  
WEEK 10 
24/9 Yr 11 final exams – all week 
 
27/9 Yr 12 Mystery Tour, P&C Meeting 
 
28/9 Yr 12 Graduation Assembly 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Krystal McMahon 
for her success on the International 

Athletics Stage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Krystal participated in two International 
athletics championships in Canada. She 
made the finals in most events 
including her Australian relay team 
finishing first and breaking the record. 
Krystal competed in the 100m, 200m, 
300m, Javelin, Discuss, Triple Jump, 
Shot Put and relay. 



 

 

In the Library 
P&C Support 
Our dedicated and hardworking 
P&C Committee has again 
provided assistance to GHS 
Library. The P&C made a 
generous donation to the library 
by purchasing four high quality 
sofas for the Year 12 Learning 
Loft. This wonderful addition to 
the library will enable the senior 
students to study and 
collaborate in a comfortable and 
spacious setting. This funding is 
one of the many ways our P&C 
assists in making our school 
environment a positive and 
productive learning centre. Many 
thanks go to the P&C 
Committee. 
 
 
 
Keep Up Club 
Due to the positive response 
from students, Keep Up Club’s 
extended hours will continue this 
term. This means that every 
morning before school and 
throughout every lunch break, 
students have the opportunity to 
work on assessment tasks, 
complete homework, locate 
resources for research and 
borrow reading material. 
Wednesday will continue to 
be Keep Up Club super day. 
However, students now have 
additional time and support to 
complete their school work 
with the assistance of 
teachers and access to 
technology and resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Featured Author 
Douglas Noël Adams was an 
English author, comic radio 
dramatist, and musician. He is 
best known as the author of 
the Hitchhiker's Guide to the 
Galaxy series. Hitchhiker's began 
on radio, and developed into a 
"trilogy" of five books (which 
sold more than fifteen million 
copies during his lifetime) as well 
as a television series, a comic 
book series, a computer game, 
and a feature film that was 
completed after Adams' death. 
The series has also been adapted 
for live theatre using various 
scripts. He was known to some 
fans as Bop Ad (after his illegible 
signature), or by his initials 
"DNA".  
Sources: 
www.goodreads.com/author/show/4.Douglas_Adams ; 
www.panmacmillan.com/authors/douglas-adams/the-
hitchhiker-s-guide-to-the-galaxy 
 

Mrs Lynch 
Teacher Librarian 
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Uniting Burnside are running monthly Foster Care Information sessions in both Coffs Harbour and Port Macquarie with the aim 
of finding more foster carers. 

Foster care has changed!    

The new NSW state wide Foster Care program has a 
great, courageous goal… to ensure that kids are given 
permanency within 2 years.  Uniting are looking for more 
carers that could provide support for a child (or children) 
while we work with their families to get them back home 
OR, (when a child/ren cannot return home), a carer who 
may be looking to adopt or be a guardian and grow their 
family.  If you know of someone or a family who has 
thought about Fostering or who you think could be a 
great foster carer, please pass this information on to 
them.  We’d love foster carers of all types (Emergency, 
Respite only, Short term/restoration and those looking to 
adopt/guardianship), from all different types of families 
(singles, couples, same sex, different cultures etc.) and of 
all different ages18+).  Http://uniting.org/fostering 

Come along to our Information Sessions (the next two below) or call 1800 864 846 to find out if fostering is right for you   

http://uniting.org/fostering


 

 

  

 


